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Waterfront property doesn’t always come with easy access to the water. A cliff, a rocky hill 
or a mud embankment might keep you from fully enjoying your property. You can make 
accessing the water both easier and safer by installing shoreline stairs.  

Shoreline stairs are cost effective and easily comply with regulations for permits.

They are designed to let water and air flow through the tread creating a safer step,   while simultane-
ously allowing the landscape to flourish with plants and wildlife.  You’ll love how this structure blends 
with nature and creates a beautiful extension of your home. 

Below are some things to consider when making your decision. 

The Amount of Traffic 
Think about how many people will be using the stairs. This is important because the step width can 
range from two feet to four feet across, so if you have a large family or if you entertain frequently, 
you may want a wider walkway to accommodate traffic in both directions.  ➡
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MATERIALS
The material used to build your stairs will determine the overall life of the structure. While there 
are several options, two types of materials are most commonly used. 

® Aluminum – Considered by many dock owners to be the best choice for frame & decking.  

• It requires no maintenance.
• It will not rot, decay, warp, or twist.
• It only needs to be cleaned as you see fit.
• It’s a light in weight, yet strong.

®  Titan Decking – Made from molded polypropylene and reinforced with aluminum.  It is a sturdy    
that can take anything you or Mother Nature throw at it. 

• It provides comfort to bare feet – no splinters.
• All Titan Deck products come with UV protection, which will prevent significant fading.
• All Titan Deck materials have been tested in temperatures ranging from -25°F to 120°F.
• Never needs painting or staining.
• Not harmed by gasoline or other household chemicals.
• It’s made of environmentally safe material, so it won’t harm the eco-system of your lake.

The Distance From the Shore to the Top of the Incline
Before construction can begin, you need to know how much material 
it will take to create your vision.  Once you know the distance from the 
shore to the top of the incline, you can then determine how many steps 
you will need to get you safely to the shoreline and back. If the hills are 
long, platforms and/or resting pads can be integrated into the stairs as 
well.  This not only provides a place to catch your breath, but it also cre-
ates a spot for a photo opportunity.  

Calculating the distance and the need for platforms can be complicated for 
the average homeowner, but you should be able to find a company in your 
area that can do that for you.  

Find Help
For more information, start by contacting local businesses that spe-
cialize in shoreline stairs. If you live in Minnesota or Wisconsin, 
you can contact Dwight Rajdl, owner of Marine Dock & Lift in 
Center City, Minnesota. With a little help from your local pros, 
you’ll be on your way to easy shoreline access in no time!  
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http://www.marinedocklift.com/Shoreline%20Steps.htm



